Surface tension measurements on methacrylate monomer solutions, selected solvents, and gel extracts.
The surface tensions of selected methacrylate monomer and solvent solutions were measured, and calibration curves were generated. The curves were then used to deduce the amounts of water soluble extractables in methacrylate hydrogels by measuring the surface tension of the extractant. The detectability limit (parts per 10,000) and the overall sensitivity of the method suggests its possible use as an extraction monitor test for related biomaterials.